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NAHMS Sheep Background

The 2024 National Animal Health Monitoring Service (NAHMS) Sheep Survey Phase I takes place in January – 
February 2024. The purpose of the survey is to describe the following: management and biosecurity practice; 
antimicrobial stewardship on sheep operations; management practices use to control internal parasites, 
changes in animal health, nutrition, and management practices in the US sheep industry from 1996 to current; 
and provide a serologic bank for future research. The NAHMS Sheep Phase II will be conducted by the NAHMS 
staff. 

The NASS component of the NAHMS Sheep 2024 study focuses on sheep health and management practices 
used on sheep operations. It will allow us to evaluate sheep health and management practices relating to the 
control of infectious diseases and other management strategies. Background information, including sheep 
inventory, will allow us to evaluate the health and management of the U.S. sheep industry at the national and 
regional levels.

The previous NAHMS Sheep survey was conducted in 2011. Therefore



NAHMS Sheep Consent Form

•Why should I participate?
•Biological Testing

• Fecal Parasite Test $600 value

• Enteric Microbe Test $1500 value

• Lameness Pathogens Test $1100 
value

Operations agree to the consent by answering ‘Yes’ to Section H, Question 1.



NAHMS Sheep Data Collection Plan

• Data Collections will begin on December 30th and end on February 
29th.

• Two Phases
• Phase I: Larger Operations and Coordinated with January Sheep 

• This will follow the January Sheep data collection period beginning December 30th and 
ending on January 16th.

• Phase II: Remainder of the Sample
• Data Collection will begin on January 22nd  and end on February 29th. Collection will be 

completed by DCC.



NAHMS Sheep Data Collection and Due Dates

Data Collection Dates: December 30th through January 16th

Data Collection Method: CAPI only

Project Code: 930-APHIS NAHMS

All questionnaires and materials with PII must be sent back to 
Austin after data collection ends

Enumerator Packets 
include:

• Interviewers Manuel

• Copies of the Questionnaire

• Promotional Materials

• Copies of the Consent Form



Questionnaire Outline

6

Section A- Inventory

Section B- General Management

Section C- Feed and Housing Management

Section D- Shearing and Wool Marketing

Section E- Movement and Marketing

Section F- Identification

Section G- Biosecurity and Health Management

Section H- Conclusion 



Section A- Inventory

Screener for whole 
questionnaire





Should equal the 
total of item 3



Section B- General 
Management



This is a long list. If 
they don’t maintain 
any records, check 
only n. ‘None of the 
above records were 
kept.’ 



If no trainings were 
provided, select only 
letter o. ‘No training 

was provided’ 



Screener question- 
If they say ‘No’ you 
skip to Section C. 

Genetic Selection- Ex. We only keep our ewes with that have the highest 
wool quality.

Genetic Testing- Ex. We test our sheep for scrapie susceptibility. 

Genetic Improvement Programs- Ex. We participate in the National Sheep 
Improvement program (NSIP). 





It’s okay to estimate the money question!

Section C- 
Feed and 
Housing 

Management



Section D- Shearing and Wool Marketing

Screener question- If they say 
‘No’ you skip to Section E. 



If 8a and 8b = 0 lbs in previous question, 
then you would put 100% in 10h. (No 

wool or wool products sold)



Section E- Movement and Marketing

If no new additions in the past year, 
you will skip to the questions about 
sheep that left and returned to the 
operation



ANSWER BOTH 
COLUMNS

Check here if 
nothing is 

required/done



This should match what 
was reported in question 4

This is a matrix question. 
The best way to answer this 

is to start with the first 
column and work your way 
down, then move onto the 

next column. 

ANSWER ALL 3 
COLUMNS

This is only for sheep that were 
purchased directly from 

another premises (row B above) 
or through a market or auction 

(row C above)



Section F- Identification 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/sheep-and-goat-health/scrapie-tags/id

Screener for 
identification questions



Check one only

Start here and work your 
way across for each ID type



Only for operations that did not use official APHIS ear tags (3h = No)



Branching ID questions for official APHIS ear tags

If they used any official APHIS ear tags, they 
answer the rest of the columns in row h of 
item 3, then answer 4, 5, and 6, and then 

skip 7 to proceed to Section G

If they DIDN’T use official APHIS ear tags, 
they skip the rest of the columns in row h of 

item 3, then skip 4 and 5, answer 6 and 7, 
and proceed to Section G

Everyone answers 6 (ID at concentration 
points)



Section G- Biosecurity and Health Management



If they do not test for 
brucellosis, you skip



For each disease, select one



Skip if they haven’t used a vet 



Everyone answers this 
question, regardless of their vet 

use status in the previous 12 
months.



This question is 
only for operations 
that did not use a 

vet



Branching veterinarian use questions

If they used a vet in 2023, they answer 18 
and 19 (on vet use), 20 (on VCPR), skip 21 
(on why they didn’t use a vet), and then 

proceed to 22 (on the new FDA regulation)

If they DIDN’T use a vet in 2023, they skip 18 
and 19 and then answer 20 and 21 and then 

proceed to 22

Everyone answers the 20 (VCPR) and 22 (on 
the new FDA regulation)



Section H- Conclusion



WIX Website
https://brchitt.wixsite.com/usdanassspr/nahms

https://brchitt.wixsite.com/usdanassspr/nahms


Kenzie Taylor
kenzie.taylor@usda.gov

512-501-3248

Questions?

mailto:kenzie.taylor@usda.gov
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